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About the Foundation

Our Board Our Staff

We invest your support in German Centre’s life-enhancing care.

We are a separate 501(c)(3) supporting organization that operates exclusively 
to advance the mission of German Centre.

We drive positive change on German Centre’s campus by inspiring individuals, 
local businesses, and foundations to invest in the life-enhancing services and 
quality of care that German Centre provides to the seniors of Greater Boston.

Visit dafboston.org 
or scan the QR  
code to learn more  
about supporting  
our critical work.
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On the cover: Edelweiss Village residents Dot  
and Tony Slowe share a joyful moment with 
caregivers Jackie (left) and Marjorie (right).



From the President
Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Deutsches Altenheim Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of the German Centre campus, I am pleased to present 
this two-year impact report (July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025). Thanks to your 
generosity, we achieved meaningful progress for the seniors and families 
who call German Centre home.

Over this two-year period, more than 300 donors—individuals, families, 
foundations, and community partners—contributed over $1.1 million to German 
Centre and the Foundation. That support strengthened every part of our care 
continuum, from Senior Place Adult Day Health to Edelweiss Village Assisted 
Living and to the German Centre Skilled Nursing Home. You helped revive 
programs such as Music Therapy, supported essential facility upgrades, and 
opened new opportunities for the long-term sustainability of the entire campus.

Many of you also participated as part of our community. Students from The 
Roxbury Latin School organized a walkathon that connected generations 
while raising funds to benefi t our residents. Grateful families honored loved 
ones through tribute gifts. Local businesses and neighbors stepped forward 
as sponsors and partners, deepening the ties between German Centre and 
Greater Boston, especially the West Roxbury area.

At the heart of everything we accomplished together are the people who bring 
our mission to life each day. Our caregivers and staff bring skill, compassion, 
and steady presence, helping every resident and daily participant feel known, 
respected, and safe. We have celebrated their milestones, recognized 
extraordinary efforts, and reminded them how valued they are. Their dedication 
is why families trust German Centre and why our mission thrives.

Looking ahead, there is still more to do—expanding programs, enhancing 
spaces, and continuing to support and honor the team that delivers care 
with excellence and dignity. The generosity of friends like you has fueled our 
progress and will remain essential as we build on this momentum. In this time 
of signifi cant change in healthcare support, your partnership matters more 
than ever. Please consider strengthening or beginning your support to the 
Foundation this fi scal year to help meet the needs of the seniors we serve.

Thank you for standing with us and helping to ensure German Centre continues 
to be a place of exceptional care and belonging for years to come.

With deep appreciation,

John G. Carberry
President, Board of Trustees
Deutsches Altenheim Foundation

Th anks to 
your generosity, 
we achieved 
meaningful 
progress for 
the seniors and 
families who 
call German 
Centre home.



Over the last two fiscal years, German Centre was fortunate to receive several 
generous grants that have directly improved the quality of life for the seniors 
we serve. Each award has not only provided much needed resources but also 
allowed us to strengthen programs and services that bring comfort, joy, and 
dignity to our community.

One of the most exciting developments has been the return of our Music  
Therapy Program. Paused in late 2023 due to lack of funding, the program  
was able to restart in December 2024 thanks to a series of dedicated grants. 
With support from the James and Sarah Dyer Charitable Fund ($30,000), TMCity 
Foundation ($25,000), and the Boston Evening Clinic Foundation ($8,000),

Impact Stories
Every gift, partnership, and act of generosity has a story behind it. At German 
Centre, these stories come to life through the experiences of our residents, 
families, staff, and community partners. Over the past two fiscal years,  
we have seen how philanthropy can restore programs, inspire young people  
to take action, transform the very spaces where seniors live and thrive, and 
even create lasting legacies that will benefit generations to come.

In the following pages, you will read about the return of Music Therapy made 
possible by grants from new and long-standing funders; the creativity and 
commitment of The Roxbury Latin School students, who stepped up for seniors  
in a big way; the extraordinary impact of a half-million-dollar matching gift challenge 
that helped expand memory care at Edelweiss Village; and the launch of the  
1914 Heritage Society, our first-ever planned giving society, inspired by legacy  
gifts such as those of Evelyn John and John “Jack” Hesketh.

These stories  
remind us that 
when generosity 
meets purpose,  
the results  
are truly  
life changing.

The Transformative Power of Grants:  
Music, Comfort, and Care

Xaverian Brothers High School students 
and residents share a Valentine’s Day  
sing-along in Schrafft Pavilion, accompanied 
on piano by resident Molly McGettigan.

Robert Pinckney, Senior Place participant.
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we welcomed Lauren Kaufman, a board-certified part-time music therapist, to 
our team. Lauren’s presence has been transformative.

“When I play a familiar song, I see faces light up. Residents who often struggle 
to communicate start singing along or tapping their hands in rhythm. Those are 
powerful moments of connection,” says Lauren.

The impact was amplified with a $117,222 grant from the Alzheimer’s Association 
Center for Dementia Respite Innovation (CDRI), designated to establish a 
dedicated Music Therapy Program within our Senior Place Adult Day Health 
Center. This investment is laying the foundation for a sustainable, specialized 
therapeutic offering that enhances daily life for participants and supports 
families caring for loved ones with memory loss.

Other grants strengthened our capacity as well. A $125,000 award from  
the Charles H. Farnsworth Trust helped fund the replacement of the chiller  
at Edelweiss Village Assisted Living, ensuring resident comfort year-round. 
“This grant means our residents won’t have to worry about summer heat  
waves or winter chills. Their comfort and well-being are at the heart of 
everything we do, and this support makes that possible,” shared Amanda 
Daury, Edelweiss Village’s Executive Director.

Last, but certainly not least, Eastern Bank Foundation provided $2,500 in general 
support for Senior Place, sustaining this vital service.

We are especially grateful that many of these grants came from first-time funders, 
including TMCity Foundation, Eastern Bank Foundation, and the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Together, these investments are bringing music, comfort, and care  
to the people who need it most.

This project is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of  
a financial assistance award totaling $13,261,685 with 75 percent funded by ACL/HHS and $3,285,728 with 25 percent funded by non-government 
source(s). The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or 
the U.S. Government.

Brian Bassett, MFA (right), Life Enrichment 
Director at Senior Place, with participant 
Bea Lee (left).

Amanda Daury (left), Executive Director  
at Edelweiss Village, with resident  
Costa Kefalas (right).

CDRI Funding Disclosure

When I play a familiar song, I see faces light up. Residents who 
often struggle to communicate start singing along or tapping their 
hands in rhythm. Those are powerful moments of connection.



Stepping Up for Seniors:  
A Partnership with The Roxbury Latin School

Students from The Roxbury Latin School, joined by their Director of Community Service, Jim 
Ryan (left), and German Centre’s Chief Development Officer, Claudia Mahan (right), during the 
Stepping Up for Seniors event, featured on CBS News Boston.

For more than a decade, German Centre has shared 
a special partnership with The Roxbury Latin School, 
our neighbor in West Roxbury. Since 2012, 9th grade 
students have visited Edelweiss Village monthly, building 
friendships with residents through art, music, and fireside 
conversations. This past year, that tradition of service 
expanded in an exciting way: the students launched 
their first-ever fundraising effort in support of our Music 
Therapy Program.

Throughout April, the 9th grade boys organized Stepping 
Up for Seniors, a month-long fundraiser culminating in  
a walkathon. They invited family, friends, and community 
members to support their efforts, with every dollar directed 
to Music Therapy, a program that resonated deeply 
with the students because of their own school’s strong 
commitment to the arts.

“Music is something we all connect with,” one student 
shared. “We saw how much joy it brings to the residents 
during our visits, and we wanted to make sure more 
people could experience that.”

With a goal of raising $5,000, the students exceeded 
expectations, ultimately raising an impressive $14,230. 
Of that, $9,030 came directly through the students’ own 

fundraising efforts, an additional $700 was contributed by 
members of the German Centre community, and $4,500 
was unlocked through generous matching gifts.

“What these young men accomplished is extraordinary,” 
said one Edelweiss Village resident. “They not only  
gave their time, but also inspired their community to give. 
It means the world to us.”

The success of Stepping Up for Seniors has sparked  
a lasting tradition. Beginning this year, Roxbury Latin’s  
9th graders will host the fundraiser annually as a signature 
third-party event for German Centre, ensuring that this 
special intergenerational partnership continues to grow 
year after year.

“The relationship between our students and the German 
Centre community is one of the most meaningful 
aspects of their 9th grade year,” said Jim Ryan, Director of 
Community Services at The Roxbury Latin School. “This 
fundraiser showed them that they can have an even deeper 
impact, not just through time and presence, but by rallying 
others to support something they care about.”
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The Power of a Challenge:  
Expanding Memory Care at Edelweiss Village

This past year, German Centre experienced firsthand the 
incredible impact of generosity multiplied. An anonymous 
donor issued a remarkable matching gift challenge to 
support the expansion of memory care apartments within 
Edelweiss Village Assisted Living.

What made this challenge unique was its inclusivity.  
Every gift made during the designated timeframe was 
matched one-to-one. This meant that every act of 
generosity was instantly doubled, creating a powerful 
sense of momentum.

The response was extraordinary. Trustees, loyal donors, 
and community members contributed more than $268,000 
toward the project. With the anonymous donor’s match, 
the challenge generated over $536,000 in total funding.

“It was inspiring to see so many people rise to the 
challenge,” shared John Carberry, President of Deutsches 
Altenheim Foundation. “Every gift, no matter the size, 
became part of something much larger. It showed us how 
much this community cares about providing the very best 
for seniors with memory loss.”

Today, the newly dedicated memory care apartments  
are fully occupied, offering residents specialized 
support in a safe, welcoming, and thoughtfully designed 
environment. “My father is thriving here,” said one 
resident’s son. “The staff are responsive to his needs 
and the space is built for comfort and dignity. Knowing 
this was made possible by so many generous donors 
makes it even more meaningful.”

The success of this challenge is a testament to the vision 
of our anonymous donor and the dedication of the entire 
German Centre community. By coming together, our 
supporters not only expanded our capacity for memory 
care but also ensured that residents and their families can 
face the challenges of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
with greater support and compassion.

Kellyanne Saunders (left), Certified Nursing Assistant at Edelweiss  
Village, with resident Maria Camarata (right).

Anna Alvarado-Allen (left), Program Nurse at Senior Place, with 
participant Mona Kassis (right).



Gathering of German Centre residents in  
the dining room, circa 1950.

In 2025, German Centre established the 1914 Heritage 
Society, our first-ever planned giving society. Named  
in honor of the year our doors first opened as Deutsches 
Altenheim, this new initiative celebrates those who choose 
to include Deutsches Altenheim Foundation in their estate 
plans, ensuring that our tradition of compassionate care 
continues for generations to come.

“Launching the 1914 Heritage Society is a profound 
step forward,” says Claudia Mahan, Chief Development 
Officer. “It creates a legacy pathway for those who want 
to make a lasting difference in the lives of seniors and 
their families. Planned gifts not only strengthen our 
programs today, but also safeguard the future of care  
for those who will come after.”

The inspiration for this new society is beautifully reflected 
in the generosity of Evelyn Louise John and John “Jack” 
F. Hesketh, two individuals whose lives were deeply 
connected to German Centre. 

Evelyn, born in Germany in 1934, built a remarkable 41-
year career at Bank of America and was known for her 
intelligence, independence, and quiet generosity. Her ties 
to German Centre ran deep; Evelyn’s mother and uncle 
were both residents, and she herself spent time in our care. 
Evelyn passed away in 2023, and later that year German 
Centre received her bequest of $100,000 in gratitude for 
the care her family experienced.

Jack’s journey began in 2018 when he moved into 
Edelweiss Village and later transitioned to long-term care, 
where he remained until his passing in 2020. Known for 
his gentle spirit and gratitude, Jack left a lasting legacy. 
In 2024, German Centre received his bequest of more 
than $38,000, a testament to the bonds formed between 
residents, families, and our caregiving community. “Jack 
was a quiet man, but his appreciation spoke volumes,” 
shared a member of our care team.

It is gifts like Evelyn’s and Jack’s that inspired the creation 
of the 1914 Heritage Society. Their foresight and generosity 
show how planned giving transforms gratitude into enduring 
impact. Through bequests and other legacy gifts, we can 

From One Legacy to Many: 
Evelyn, Jack, and the Birth of the 1914 Heritage Society

invest in the people, programs, and spaces that make 
German Centre a true home. With the establishment of  
the 1914 Heritage Society, we are laying the foundation 
for the next century of care. Each planned gift, whether 
through a will, retirement plan, or charitable trust, becomes 
part of a legacy that uplifts countless lives. By joining this 
society, donors ensure that the values of compassion 
and dignity will remain at the heart of German Centre for 
generations to come.

Launching the 1914 Heritage 
Society is a profound step 
forward. It creates a legacy 
pathway for those who want  
to make a lasting difference  
in the lives of seniors and  
their families.
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Join us today!

Looking Ahead Together
The past two years have shown what is possible when compassion and community come together. Every story in this report 
reflects the strength and dedication of those who make German Centre such a special place—residents, families, staff, 
volunteers, and generous supporters.

As we look to the future, our priorities remain clear:

  Enhancing programs that enrich the daily lives of our residents 
  Strengthening connections with families and the broader community 
  Continuing to invest in spaces and services that foster comfort, dignity, and joy

Deutsches Altenheim Foundation will continue to play a vital role in sustaining this mission, ensuring that German Centre 
remains a place where care, culture, and community thrive.

Maguy Fequiere, Senior Certified Nurse Technician and valued team member of more than  
20 years, serves dinner with her trademark smile in our Short-Term Rehab Neighborhood.

The next chapter of care begins with you
Your involvement—through giving, volunteering, or simply sharing our story—helps 
ensure that every resident continues to experience the comfort, compassion, and 
community that define German Centre.



Honor Roll of Donors
We are deeply grateful to recognize the individuals and organizations whose generosity strengthened German Centre and 
Deutsches Altenheim Foundation between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2025. Your philanthropic investment helps provide 
life-enhancing care and comfort for the seniors and families who depend on us every day.

$50,000 and Above
Anonymous
Alzheimer’s Association Center  

for Dementia Respite Innovation
Charles H. Farnsworth Charitable Trust, 

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
German Ladies Aid Society of Boston
Estate of Evelyn L. John

$25,000 - $49,000
Hans and Ann Birle
John and Peggy Carberry 
James and Sarah Dyer Charitable Fund, 

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Estate of John F. Hesketh 
TMCity Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Deborah E. Babson
Barbara Bridge
German Aid Society of Boston
Genevieve MacLellan
Marie and Mark Schwartz
Betty and Bob Sprenger
The Sullivan Family
Philipp and Anja von Rosenstiel

$5,000 - $9,999
Heidi Barenthaler
Boston Evening Clinic Foundation
Heinz W. and Julia Brinkhaus
Dirk M. Hentschel, MD
Ralph Jaeger
Lance Wong Jayne
The Roxbury Latin School Class of 2029

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Anne-Reet Ilves Annunziata
Applied Form + Space LLC
Peter and Patricia Cooper
Eastern Bank Foundation
Mark P. and Julia Hohmann
Rosalind and Fred McGrail
Hans and Phyllis Toegel

$1,000 - $2,499
Heinz R. and Cynthia Brinkhaus
Erik and Marie Dilger
Robert Hackney
Lars Heise
Bernard J. Holmberg Trust
Simone MacLellan
Todd Rego and Donna Brown

Rita F. Rettman
Carol Soeldner
Roswitha Stehling
Nancy J. and Charles A. von Stackelberg 
Michael J. Winter

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Circle Medical Team LLC
W. Thomas Compton
Patricia and Stephen Cotrone
Babacar Diop
Michael* and Lia Elisseou 
Cheryl F. Hamm
Rita Hohmann
Roland Horst
Patricia and John Kennedy
Rita MacLellan
John and Nancy McFeeley
Seta Nersessian
Estate of Robert W. Ng
S.M. Lorusso and Sons, Inc.

$250 - $499
The AD Group Co.
Ray and Barbara Buczynski
Burt Family Fund
Ken and Janice Clark
Thomas E. Connolly
Stephen J. Deane
Doris C. Derenzo
Jean Marie Doherty
Joan Gallivan
Linda J. Gorham
Armin and Carol Grueneich
Pat Bauer Hanehan
Edward Hunt
John K. Kean
William J. and Susan Kelly
Linda Lee Lockwood
Richard C. and Margaret Ludwig
Metro Credit Union
Minuteman Press
Jack Rowley
Francis X. Stone
Catherine M. Tierney
Helga S. Warren

$100 - $249
Anonymous (2)
Reverend and Mrs. Louis H.G. Bier
Carl N. Bletzer
Felicity and David Botwinik
Maureen Bresnahan

Kimberlee Brown
Andrea and John Burke
Steve and Mary Lou Campbell
Margaret Casey
David E. and Dorothy M. Chaisson
Marianne Cokley
Rayhme Collins
Michelle Cotter
William Cristo, Jr., MD and  

Christine Cristo
Kathryn Czyryca
Beth A. and Edward Dearias
Mark DelloRusso
Devaney Energy
Greg Dunham
Katherine Eld
Judy Elias
Nina Elisseou
Ruth C. Fitzgerald
Warren Frank
Walter P. Freiwald
Susan M. Friel
German American Club of Cape Cod
Virginia Gillis
Michael and Katherine Glynn
Mary Lou and John Godleski
Thomas and Christine Grudinskas
Brian and Helen Hedberg
Heike and John Hrinishin
Linda E. Kean
Elizabeth L. Keating
Karl Knoblauch
Timothy and Beatrice Lee
Helen Leontsinis
Karen E. Ludwig
Mary B. McCarron
Mary Jane McDonough
Robert and Barbara McNeil
Dianne M. Miller
Rita F. Muir
Gerwin and Karin Neumann
Rita and Steve Newark
Anna and William Newman
Mary F. O’Grady
Marie and Francis Orlandi
Joseph Pelligra
Elizabeth and Donald Reisner
James E. Reulbach
James J. Riordan
Bryan Roda
Linda H. Sawyer
Carolyn Sax
Janet Sheerin
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Dick and Liz Shiers
Joseph G. Shubster
Waltraut Stadler-Helsmoortel
Michael Sullivan
Jane Thompson
Anthony Troilo
Anthony Urbano
Norbert H. Zimmermann

Up to $99
Nancy Allen
Kathryn J. Anastasia
Robert K. Bench
Linda and Michael Buckley
Thomas J. Burke
Kathleen S. and Thomas J. Byrne
Donna M. and Michael Carlino
Jason Carney
Rayhme Cleary
Jeanne Cotter
Martha M. Cramer
Agnes P. Donovan
James and Carol Driscoll
William and Jean Duddy
Carol Egidio
Eileen S. Fitzgerald
John G. Fitzgerald
Richard E. Frye
Donna M. and Albert E. Gillis
Bruce Graubart and Lisa Talayco
Walter and Mary Greene
Mary Hewett
Kathleen Hines
Helen Horigan
Barbara J. Hughes
Carol Hurley
Shirley Hutchins
Judy Kelliher
The Lovell Family
Mary T. and Robert F. Lucas 
Janine Mancuso
Mary C. Martin
Ellen Mascia
Cynthia and David Masciarelli
Carol McElmoyle
Michael Moniz
Cheryl Murphy
Theresa Orr
William J. Pignato and Laurie Waters
Justin Pineiro
Mary Prior
Lawrence and Margaret Rettman
Paul Russetti
Klaus and Sherry Schneller
Judith and Daniel Settana
Margaret M. Shaw
Adele Sonnenberg
Lisa Soricone
Orysia Stanchak

Daniel J. Strahinich
Diane Suffredini
Helen Taylor
Eleanor Utley
Sarah Weinstein 
Denise Murphy and David White
Joan and Richard C. White
Paul V. Wiseman
James and Gerda Yannes
Margit I. Zisler

Gifts in Memory
Edna Barenthaler
Jim and Rita Bauer
Gertrud K. Birle
Cecilia B. Brinkhaus
Erik Brinkhaus
Michael and Hildegard Buczynski
Joseph Cirasuolo
Patricia Cooper
Rosalie M. Cooper
Marion S. Cramer
Monica Dillon
Michael Elisseou
Virginia (Pat) Flynn
Laura Frascatore
Dorothea Frosdick
Peter J. George
Alice Gillis
Christine Grudinskas
Virginia Hampe
Holy Trinity German Catholic Church 

Clergy and Parishioners
Helen Kean
Paul M. Keane
Catherine M. Keating
George Kowal
Domenic LaCamera

Nicholas and Joan Lembo
Daniel D. MacLellan
Mary Muir
Karen Muldoon
Kenneth Plisner
Joyce Rego
Lillian Barton Reiss
Chickie Riordan
Judith Russell
Irene Stoess
Barbara Sullivan
Rose Sullivan
Walter Sullivan
Lorraine Troilo
Ida Uttaro

Gifts in Honor
All Staff
Doris Harrington
The Roxbury Latin School Class of 2029
Marie Schwartz
Mary Ellen Walsh

Matching Gift Companies
BNY Mellon
MassMutual Foundation
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company

Gift-in-Kind Donors
Anonymous
Anthemion Senior Lifestyles, LLC
Baker’s Best Catering
Boston Ale House Group
Roche Bros. Supermarkets, Inc.

*Denotes individual donors who gave  
but have since passed away by the time 
of this report’s printing.

Larry Carbonaro (left) and John Pelton 
(right), Senior Place participants.



George Wetherell (left), Edelweiss Village resident, 
with Certifi ed Nursing Assistant Veronique Jean (right).

Contact us to learn more

 617-390-3217    cmahan@germancentre.org

 2222 Centre Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132

 Visit dafboston.org or scan the QR code  


